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advocated the withdrawal of all national bank
currency, the substitution of a currency issued
by the government, and the use of coin for the
payment of interest on the national debt only.
The party secured no electoral votes and
exerted no influence.
Populist Party or People's Party. This
party, organized in 1891, was the outgrowth
of the Grange and Farmers' Alliance move-
ments, and its members were drawn chiefly
from industrial classes. The platform de-
manded free and unlimited coinage of silver,
national ownership of all public means of
transportation and communication, the aboli-
tion of the national banking system, a gradu-
ated income tax and the election of United
States Senators by the people. In 1892 their
candidate for President received twenty-two
electoral votes, and they elected a number of
Congressmen. But before the next election
much of their platform had been incorpo-
rated into the platforms of the Democratic and
Republican parties, and their influence began
to wane.
Socialist Party. The present Socialist party
was formed in 1897 under the leadership of
Eugene V. Debs (which see). It was the
outgrowth of several other organizations, all
having for their purpose the securing of
better conditions for working men. Their
platform was similar to that of the Populist
party, but went further. They advocated
equal suffrage for men and women, the estab-
lishment of the initiative, referendum and
recall and the election of judges by the people.
They have been successful in a number of
local elections. In 1910 they carried the city
of Milwaukee. Norman Thomas, Socialist
candidate for President, received 267,835
votes in 1928, and 881,951 in 1932.
Progressive Party. The Progressive party
was formed as result of a division in the
ranks of the Republican party in 1912. Pre-
vious to the national convention of that year,
there was a division in the party over the
tariff and other issues. Many of the younger
members of the party demanded a radical
change in the management of its affairs. This
demand was strenuously opposed by the
older members, who were called standpatters,
the other faction being known as insurgents.
Some delegations to the national convention
in 1912 were chosen at the primary elections
and some by the old method of State conven-
tions. As a result a number of states sent
two delegations to the convention, and con-
tests developed. The organization of the con-
vention was in the hands of the standpatters,
and in all contests they seated the delegation
chosen by the old method. The defeated dele-
gations, under the leadership of Theodore
"Roosevelt, organized the Progressive party,
nominated Roosevelt for President, and Gov-
ernor Johnson of California for Vice-Presi-
dent. The conservative wing renominated
William Howard Taft. This split in the
Republican ranks enabled the Democrats to
win the election. At the election in 1916 the
Progressives withdrew from the field, and
most of them cast their votes for the regular
Republican candidate.
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OLK, poke, james Ksrox
(1795-1849), an American
statesman, eleventh Pres-
ident of the United States.
He served but one term in
office, but in his admin-
istration there were no-
table additions of terri-
tory to the country, and a
foundation was laid for
the marvelous develop-
ment of the Far West. In
this administration, too,
the United States fought,
	In  a  brief  conflict with
Mexico, its first foreign war since the War
of 1812.
Early Life. James K. Polk was born in
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, No-
vember 2, 1795. His father, a prosperous
farmer, removed to Maury County, Tennes-
see, when James was eleven, and there the
boy was given the best schooling available.
Prepared for college by a private tutor, he
entered the sophomore class of the University
of North Carolina at the age of twenty, and
was graduated with honors three years later.
After a course in law he was admitted to the
bar and began to practice in Columbia, the
county seat of Maury County.
Early Political Career. The young law-
yer had gratifying success from the start, and
was soon a power in local Democratic poli-
ties, winning election to the state house of
representatives in 1823 and a seat in Congress
in 1825. In the National House he served as
Speaker for the period of 1835-1839. In 1839
Polk was elected governor of Tennessee, but
was defeated in 1841 and in 1843 for reelec-
tion. His viewpoint on national issues he
stated in his first inaugural address. He was
opposed to a high tariff: and to Federal taxes,
and he deplored the Abolitionist movement
as undermining the unity of the nation. At
the same time, he was in no sense a proslavery
man.
Presidential Candidate. In 1844 Polk re-
ceived the Democratic nomination for Presi-
ident. He was a compromise candidate, but
was generally respected for his high char-
acter and ability. There were two paramount
issues before the people—the annexation of
Texas and the settlement of the Oregon
boundary. Spanish possession of Texas had
been conceded by the United States in 1819,
though there had been at attempt to include

